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cated to the Emperor Septimius Sevems and
his two sons, Caracalla and Geta, in commem-
oration of the victory over the Parthians and
Arabians. The arch is seventy-five feet high
and bears inscriptions and reliefs descriptive
of the campaigns of Severus.
SEPTUAGINT, sep'tuajmt, the oldest
Greek version of the Old Testament, believed
to have been begun in the third century b. o.,
in Alexandria, Egypt, and completed before
the Christian Era. Its name refers to an
early belief that it -was written in seventy-
two days by seventy-two scholars brought by
Ptolemy Philadelphus from Jerusalem. The
oldest existing copies are still used by
scholars for criticism and comparison of the
text with other versions of the Old Testa-
ment.
SEQUOIA, se Jcwoi'a, large trees belonging
to the cypress family, found on the Coast
Range and the Sierra Nevada mountains in
California and Oregon. There are but two
species, one popularly known as the big
tree, the other as the redwood.
The Big Trees. This name is given to a
number of trees found only on the western
slope of the Sierra Kevadas in California,
These trees grow in groups, popularly called
groves, and stand amidst smaller trees of dif-
ferent kinds. The Mariposa grove, sixteen
miles south of Yosemite Valley, is now a
part of Yosemite National Park. Another na-
tional park, the Sequoia, contains over 1,-
000,000 of the big trees; an area of 2,560 acres
about General Grant Tree is also a national
park (see parks, national).
The average height of the big trees is 275
feet; a number, however, attain 300 to 325
feet. The average diameter is twenty feet,
though the largest trees measure twenty-five
and thirty feet. The trunk is straight and
slightly tapering, bearing on the upper half or
third a crown of branches. Branches are sel-
dom found below 125 or 150 feet. The bark
of the old trees is cinnamon-red, and is red-
dish-purple on the young. It has an aver-
age thickness of eleven or twelve inches, but
on some of the largest trees it is two feet in
thickness and is deeply grooved and very
rough. As the bark does not burn readily, it
serves to protect the trees from forest fires.
The branches are short anct thick, and divide
into tufts of fine spray which bear short, flat
leaves, closely crowded together. The fruit
is a cone about two inches long and one and
one«half inches in diameter, each of whiek
 produces many tiny seeds. The wood is soft
and of a slightly reddish hue.
Examples of Size. In 1854 one of the big
trees was cut down. The task was accom-
plished by boring off the trunk with augers,
and it took five men twenty-two and one-
half days to accomplish the work, A pa-
vilion was built on the stump, which is now
used as a dance hall, affording ample room
for twenty couples on the floor and for the
musicians and a fair number of spectators.
Another fallen tree in this grove was over
400 feet in height and measured 30 feet
in diameter at its base. The heart has been
burned out, and a man can ride through the
hole in the trunk on horseback for a dis-
tance of ninety feet and emerge through an
opening caused by the breaking off of a limb.
In the Mariposa grove a roadway has been
cut through one of the standing trees, the
tunnel being wide enough to afford ample
room for the largest vehicles; yet this does not
seem to have affected the strength or life
of the tree.
Age and Tradition. The age of the big
trees is not definitely known. They are
probably the oldest living objects upon the
earth, the largest being estimated to be
from 2,500 to 3,000 years old—over six hun-
dred years of age at the birth of Christ. Ac-
cording to Indian belief, the big trees alone
were especially created by the Great Spirit;
all other trees of the forest grew just like
other plants. The genus was named in
honor of Sequoyah, a half-caste Cherokee In-
dian who invented an alphabet for his tribe.
Redwood. Like the giant sequoias, the
redwoods attain heights of 250 to 300 feet,
•with diameters often of fifteen feet These
trees are found on the Pacific side of the
Coast Range in California and Southern
Oregon, and are the most valuable timber
trees west of the Boekies, The redwoods are
being felled faster than the big trees, as they
are more accessible. Eedwoods send up
suckers from the stumps and seed themselves,
which obviates the danger of forest depletion;
this is not characteristic of the big trees.
SERA<HJO, semVyo (properly, serai),
the palace and surrounding buildings form*
erly serving as the royal palace o£ the sultaa
at Constantinople. Because it had not been
used by the sultan since 1839, it fell into
ruin. Situated on a point of land project-*
ing into the sea, its walls embrace a cir-
cuit of about nine miles, including several

